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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTI ON NO. 139
(By Del egates Perdue, Fleischauer, Lawence, Barker, Moore,
St aggers, Canpbell, Guthrie, Marshall, Poore, Kinsey, Ellington,

Househol der, Sobonya, Rowan, Arvon and Border)

[Originating in the Conmttee on Health and Human Resources;

Reported March 7, 2014]

Requesting that the Joint Commttee on Governnent and Finance to
study the benefits of recognizing Certified Professional

Mdw ves in the State of West Virginia.

WHEREAS, the Certified Professional Mdw fe Credential 1is
approved by the National Conm ssion for Certifying Agenci es (NCCA),
an accrediting body that accredits many healthcare credentials,
including the Certified Nurse-Mdw fe and is currently recogni zed
in 28 states; and

VWHEREAS, Hone births have increased 29% from 2004- 2009 ( CDC)
and quality studies have found that birth can safely take place
with Certified Professional Mdwi ves at honme and in birthing
centers (See Honebirth, An Annotated CGuide to the Literature
http://mdw fery.ubc.ca/fil es/2013/ 11/ HonmeBi rt h_Annot at edGui deToT
heLiterature. pdf and the recent study, "Qutconmes of care for 16, 924

Pl anned Home Births in the United States: The M dw ves Al li ance of
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Nort h Anerica Statistics Proj ect from 2004- 2009"
http://onlinelibrary.wley.comdoi/10.1111/j mvh. 12172/ abstract);
and

WHEREAS, West Virginia is a state where nost of the materna
and infant health indicators, including obesity, snoking and
substance abuse, are preventable through appropriate counseling
made nore effective by building strong relationships. Such
counseling and the relationship building are cornerstones of
mdw fery care; and

WHEREAS, births attended by Certified Professional M dw ves
need fewer interventions and thus result in great cost savings to
the state; therefore, be it

Resol ved by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That the Joint Conmmttee on Governnent and Finance be
authorized to authorize a study the benefit of recognizing
Certified Professional Mdwi ves in Wst Virginia;, and, be it

Furt her Resolved, That the Joint Conmttee on Governnent and
Fi nance report to the 2015 Regul ar Session of the Legislature on
its findings, conclusions and recommendati ons, together with drafts
of any legislation necessary to effectuate its recommendati ons;
and, be it

Furt her Resol ved, That the expenses necessary to conduct this
study, to prepare all reports and draft legislation be paid from

the | egi sl ative appropriations to the Joint Commttee on Gover nnment



1 and Fi nance.



