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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON NO. 122
(By Del egates Perdue, Fleischauer, D serio, Staggers, Eldridge,
Ki nsey, Moore, Ellington, Sobonya and M Il er)
[Originating in the Conmttee on Health and Human Resources;

Reported March 3, 2014]

Requesting the Joint Commttee on Governnent and Fi nance to study
the feasibility of the follow ng changes to the regul atory
requi renments of advanced practice registered nurses (APRN)
expanding of scope of practice; expanding prescriptive
aut hority; permtting annual prescriptions suppl i es;
permtting that a signature have the sanme effect as a
physi ci an i nsof ar as patient care docunentation in concerned,
and renoving the coll aborative relationship with physicians.
VWHEREAS, West Virginia faces many challenges in neeting the

health care needs of its citizens with nearly half of the tota

popul ation residing in rural areas; and
VWHEREAS, These citizens have high rates of chronic illness,
unheal thy lifestyl es and have geographic and financial limtations

i n accessing health care providers; and
VWHEREAS, The influx of newy insured individuals may strain an

already fragile health care systemthat is not able to neet the

health care needs of its current popul ation; and
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WHEREAS, There is a growing shortage of primary care
physicians in Wst Virginia; and

WHEREAS, APRNs have provided not only primary health care for
over five decades, but al so practice in anbul atory, acute and | ong-
termcare settings; and

WHEREAS, Though nurse practitioners can legally practice in
all states, the ability of APRNs to practice to the full extent of
their education and training is dictated by individual state | aws;
and

WHEREAS, Eighteen states and the District of Colunbia allow
APRNs to practice and prescribe independently wthout direct
physi ci an supervi sion or collaboration; and

VWHEREAS, West Virginia s current APRN | aws nmandate that they
coll aborate wth physicians; this requirenent my |imt
i npl enmenting innovative solutions such as nurse-nmanaged rural
health or nobile clinics; and

WHEREAS, A 2010 Institute of Medicine report calls for states
to renove unnecessary barriers that prevent APRNs from practicing
to the full extent of their educational training; therefore, be it

Resol ved by the Legislature of West Virginia:

That the Joint Conmttee on Governnent and Fi nance is hereby
requested to conduct a study of the feasibility of the follow ng
changes to the regulatory requirenents of advanced practice

regi stered nurses (APRN): expandi ng of scope of practice; expandi ng
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prescriptive authority; permtting annual prescriptions supplies;
permtting that a signature have the same effect as a physician
insofar as patient care docunmentation in concerned; and renoving
the coll aborative relationship wth physicians; and, be it

Furt her Resolved, That the Joint Conmttee on Governnent and
Fi nance report to the regul ar session of the Legislature, 2015, on
its findings, conclusions and recomendations together wwth drafts
of any legislation necessary to effectuate its recommendati ons;
and, be it

Furt her Resol ved, That the expenses necessary to conduct this
study, to prepare a report and to draft necessary |egislation be
paid from legislative appropriations to the Joint Commttee on

Gover nnent and Fi nance.



